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A MESSAGE FROM DR. BAIER  

Dear Fort Garrison Families, 

It is starting to feel like fall as the weather gets cooler and we witness the 

beautiful changing of seasons. Our students are in full swing of school 

routines and expectations for learning.  We are off to an amazing start! 

In the month of October we experienced several exciting learning 

opportunities. Our annual Earth Day, Every Day was a huge success and 

we thank parents who volunteered their time for this great day of 

learning.  Also, thank you to families who assisted our school counselor, 

Mrs. Lepley in her “Kindness Rocks” campaign during Anti-bullying week. 

The lessons learned during this wonderful week will carry on throughout 

the year. Finally, congratulations to our 5th grade students for their terrific 

ball room dancing event. It was great fun to see students and parents 

share in this extension program sponsored by our PTA. 

American Education Week is scheduled for the week of November 13-

17th. We welcome parents to come and observe instruction.  In order 

to accommodate our many visitors during the week, we have 

designated a visitation day for each grade level. 

 

 

We Are TEAM Fort   

Garrison!  

Technology  

Environment  

Accessing  

Tomorrow  

Motivated students  

& teachers  

 

Upcoming Events  
 
Oct 20- Prof. Dev. Day – 

Schools Closed for Students  

Oct 23- KG Field Trip – Clark Elioaks 

Farm  

Oct 24- Boy Scouts Talk – Grd. 1-5 

Oct 25- 3rd Grd. Field Trip – Oregon  

Ridge 

Nov. 2- Buster Bus Safety Tour –  

Grd. KG 

Nov. 3- First Marking Period Ends – 

School Closes 3 Hours Early 

Nov 10- Student Banking 

Nov 10- Picture Makeup Day for  

Clubs & Single Photos  

Nov 13 – 17- American Ed Week 

Nov 16- Report Cards Distributed 
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 American Education Week 

Visitation Schedule

Monday, November 13th  Grades 2 and Grade 4 

Tuesday, November 14th   Grades 1 and 5 

Wednesday, November 15th  Grade 3 and Kindergarten 

Thursday, November 16th  Pre-K Conference Day – no visitation 

Friday, November 17th  Elementary Conference Day – School Closed  

 

Classroom teachers will be sending home more information regarding the visitation schedule. 

Our first marking period will end on Friday, November 3rd. Fort Garrison will dismiss at 12:50 p.m. on November 

3rd so please make sure your child’s teacher knows dismissal arrangements for our first half-day dismissal. 

BCPS has posted a guide to help you understand your child’s elementary report card.  This guide can be 

found at http://www.bcps.org/academics/grading/ and may be accessed directly by scanning the QR 

code. 

  

  We hope to see you at the PTA’s Monster Bash on Friday, October 27, 2017. 

 

 

READING CORNER – NOTES FROM OUR READING SPECIALIST  

It is so exciting to see students engaged in literature throughout the school day!  Our teachers have 

worked hard to create a climate in their classrooms which promote literacy.  Make sure you “like” us on 

Facebook or Follow us on Twitter to see your students hard at work.   

 

Our fall reading incentive has started and your child should be on their way to earning tickets.  There 

was a calendar sent home in the beginning of October. Each night, simply initial that your child has read.  They 

should return the calendar to their teacher each MONDAY where they will receive a ticket! SAVE THESE TICKETS 

at home because your child will redeem them on November 28 at our Reading/Innovation Night for fun 

activities, teacher auction items, and yummy treats (Flyer is attached).   

 

We will once again be participating in an in school Read-A-Thon beginning November 6.  Students will 

read for 300 minutes over two weeks.  Your child can create their very own page and get sponsors.  The 

money we raise from the Read- A- Thon each year goes directly back to your child.  We purchase a variety of 

items to enhance their reading program such as new leveled textbooks, fun reading activities, comfortable 

seating for them to read on, and many other materials.  The grade in both primary and intermediate, who 
raise the most money, will get a DJ dance party, extra recess, and extra time in our innovation station. Thank 

you for supporting such an important fundraiser for our students.  

 

 

Stacy Siegel  

 

https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=d3kKcLv7xemgJPEECsANTR8KJYWOD0Ado4dGNN4VG4N4jjkclhXVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bcps.org%2facademics%2fgrading%2f
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  FROM THE HEALTH SUITE- MRS. CAULK   

          

  Hearing and Vision Screening 

Our Annual Hearing and Vision Screening was conducted in September  

for Kindergarten, 1st and 4th grade, and students new to Baltimore  

County.  If you receive a letter from the Health Department, make sure  

your child has a follow-up evaluation and the bottom portion of the letter  

is completed by the doctor and returned to the health suite. Most Parents here at Fort Garrison are very 

attentive to their children’s needs, including hearing and vision issues, which are essential to their academic  

success. Thank you! 

 

Flu Prevention 

 

Flu season has just begun, so be sure to get your family immunized. The most common strains are included in 

the seasonal flu vaccine. Consult your doctor, and visit www.flu.gov for local clinics and more information. 

Remind your children to practice preventative hygiene, especially hand washing and coughing and 

sneezing etiquette. 

Medications at School 

Remember that any medication needed on a regular basis requires a Doctors Order Form and a supply of 

the medication, even over-the-counter medications. The discretionary consent form allows me to give 

Tylenol and cough drops for the occasional headache or cough, in keeping with the protocols. Students are 

not allowed to carry medication; it must be provided adult-to-adult. You may send in cough drops with a 

note if you have already given permission on the discretionary consent sheet, but they must be 

accompanied by a note from you, and should be taken directly to the health suite. 

The 24-Hour Rule 

Also keep in mind that students need to be free of fever (temperature 100◦F or above), vomiting, or diarrhea 

for 24 hours before returning to school. Most of you have been wonderful in responding to my calls quickly. 

Thank you for that attentiveness, for your child’s sake, as well as the positive impact of reducing illness 

transmission in the school.  

Oops… “I need to change my clothes” 

I would also ask that parents provide a change of clothing for each student, which can be kept in their 

locker. “Things happen”, such as bloody noses, spilled drinks, mud, and not making it to the bathroom in time. 

Students feel so much better when they can change into their own clothing.  

Creepy crawly checks 

Please remember to check your children for head lice at least once a week. The eggs, “nits” are what you 

most frequently will see. They are firmly attached to the shafts of hair, usually an inch or two from the scalp, 

and are tiny whitish oval sacs. You can ask your doctor or pharmacist for treatment options. Inform the health 

suite so students who sit near your child can be checked, and so more information can be provided to you. 

They are no longer considered a health threat, but certainly are a nuisance! 

http://www.flu.gov/
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Food Allergy Etiquette 

 

Last, I would like to mention that we have students with life threatening food allergies at every grade level. 

Some of these students have allergies to multiple food ingredients. Because of this, when you plan 

celebrations for school, please provide non-food ways of celebrating, as that is the most inclusive and most 

safe.  Feel free to send in something special and non-food items in treat bags for your child’s class to 

celebrate his/her birthday. We have an opportunity to develop some new and creative traditions! 

Catherine Caulk, RN, BSN  

School Nurse    

  
FROM THE LIBRARY- MRS. O’DONNELL  

This Month’s News 

Don’t forget to follow our library on Twitter at @FGESLibrary.  

 

Battle of the Books 

 

Attention 4th and 5th Grade Families! Now is the time to start getting teams together for this year’s Battle of the 

Books competition. Teams of 4-5 students will read ten of the Black Eyed Susan nominated chapter books and 

graphic novels throughout the year. In the spring, two teams will represent Fort Garrison as we battle against 

Summit Park ES! It is recommended that at least two students on every team read each of the nominated 

books. Each team will be supervised by a parent coach who will meet with their team throughout the year. 

Encourage your 4th or 5th grade student to participate in Battle of the Books and please consider becoming 

one of our coaches!  

 

Here are the books that students will be reading for this year’s battle of the books! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information or to volunteer as a parent coach, please contact Lindsay O’Donnell at 

lodonnell3@bcps.org. 

mailto:lodonnell3@bcps.org
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MUSIC NOTES - MRS. CASE & MR. STOJAK  

Happy Fall from the Music Department! 

We are already starting preparations for our first concert of the year, Thursday, December 7th, 2017.  

Here are a few reminders for the performing grades: 

 Fourth Grade  

 Students will need their recorder EACH DAY they attend Vocal Music Class. 

 Students should be practicing Ode to Joy and What’s That? at least twice a week for 10 minutes at home. 

 All concert songs are available on BCPSOne. 
 

Fifth Grade 

 Students will need their instruments and music on their lesson day each week 

 Lessons are held on either Wednesday or Friday each week 

 Students should practice the skills and content covered in lessons several times per week to maximize 

the value of their next lesson 

 

ART ROOM NEWS – MRS. HULSE  

Students in all grades have created art projects for this year’s Square1 Art fundraiser. Proceeds from sales help 

us purchase supplies for special projects, invite artist speakers, and supplementary resource materials for art. 

Information about ordering will be sent home soon for this unique opportunity to celebrate your child’s artistic 

accomplishments while raising funds for the art program. 

Coming home soon will be your child’s custom catalog 

featuring their artwork. Won’t you help make your child feel 

like an accomplished artist by purchasing keepsakes for the 

whole family containing their masterpiece? The school earns 

profit from every order. And as a thank you for participating, we provide each child with a sheet of stickers 

imprinted with their artwork — absolutely FREE! 

Watch for more details about the campaign and order deadlines. All online and paper order forms must be 

turned in by the due date on your child’s custom catalog. (No late orders can be accepted.) Together, we 

can help support the school, build your child’s self-esteem, and create lasting keepsakes from your child’s 

artistic achievements. 

THREE EASY WAYS TO ORDER KEEPSAKES 

1. The paper order form attached to their custom catalog. 

2. Online at www.square1art.com/shop. 

3. Phone Customer Care 888-332-3294. 

THANK YOU 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https://www.square1art.com/shop&c=E,1,zjTnAjEunOMAv507R3LwrYcXkYZZwHl8HKqN8LRVaHlG6YrYlLxOHugF1BmXMl2SxwV8CLTNkCzkmDGUP8TNk-ekVxvRfR66-skO1upQkfuIFsykSRrEKw,,&typo=1
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NOTES FROM BETH GRAPES – PHYSICAL ED  

Fox Branch – Student Banking Program 

First Financial Federal Credit Union is here again this year to sponsor our student run savings program here at 

FGES. This is very exciting for our students to have the opportunity to open a real savings account and deposit 

their money so they can save for their future. One Friday a month we have two fifth grade student tellers help 

collect the deposits from the students from 9:05-9:20. At that time they receive a receipt for their deposit and 

may select a gift to take with them. We only allow deposits at our location but you can withdraw the money at 

any of the various First Financial Federal Credit Union locations. If you are interested in signing your child up for 

this worthwhile program, please contact Mrs. Grapes at bgrapes@bcps.org and I will send the application 

information home with your child as soon as possible. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

The following dates have been selected for banking this year: 

Nov. 10       Dec. 8       Jan. 12  Feb. 9      March 9       April 13      May 11       June 8 

Physical Education 

We sure have enjoyed the nice weather we have had getting outside and playing various games. Please 

remember to have your student wear sneakers on their PE days so they can participate safely in all the 

activities. As the weather gets cooler in the mornings, please have your child dress appropriately for class 

because we will continue to be outside especially in the intermediate grades. 

Fifth graders completed their week of ballroom dancing and did an excellent job. This certainly pushed them 

out of their comfort zones and we are so proud of their efforts.  

Third, fourth and fifth graders have been improving their throwing and catching skills in addition to their game 

strategies while playing flag football.  Our Kindergarten, first and second graders have been working on basic 

movement skills in order to improve their overall balance and coordination so they are safe movers throughout 

the year.  

The NFL Play60 Challenge is concluding this weekend and all paperwork must be turned in on Monday, 

October, 23rd to have the chance to be selected as the Fort Garrison ambassador and/or to be in a drawing 

to receive prizes. It has been great talking to your children about all the activities they have been doing and 

seeing.  So many of them take an interest in their health.  We hope that this pattern continues even when the 

contest ends. 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER- MRS. LEPLEY  

                             
We are back in our routines and the school year is in full swing! Ms. Cohen, the 

school counseling intern, is working alongside me to conduct classroom 

counseling lessons, support students in small group counseling, and work with students individually as needed. 

We are also available to consult with parents about anything that comes up in terms of your child’s academic, 

mailto:bgrapes@bcps.org
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or social/emotional development and we often consult with teachers as well. School counselors are a regular 

education support for all students.  

October Lessons 

October is Bullying Prevention Month. As you know, we started off the month with a very successful week we 

called Kindness Week! The students had an engaging assembly with a message of teamwork and kindness. 

Students in all grade levels painted kindness rocks in our Innovation Station. Special thanks to our PTA for 

supporting both of these events for our students. Please help your student find a place to put their kindness 

rock in the community so that we can pass on the kindness far and wide. We used the hashtags 

#kindnessrocks and #fges so that parents can follow our rocks on social media and we can see where they 

end up! 

Our lessons this month will also focus on Kindness and Bullying Prevention. Students in kindergarten will learn 

how they can fill others buckets to promote positive peer relations. First graders will discuss how to recognize 

bullying behavior and strategies that can be used to put an end to bullying, including asking for help. The 

students in second grade will identify the role of a bystander and what they can do to help someone being 

bullied. Third grade students will learn the acronym M.O.O. (mean, on purpose, over and over) for bullying to 

help them identify bullying behavior. Fourth graders will learn strategies on how to respond to teases and put 

downs in calm manner. In fifth grade students will read and discuss a story about hurtful teasing, a form of 

bullying, in order to identify strategies to address hurtful teasing. 

Coming Soon 

In December we will be hosting a College and Career Week! On December 5, 2017 we would love to have 

parents come to school to share information about their careers with our students. Please consider signing up 

to be a presenter at our Career Fair! Kindergarteners will learn about careers in their classroom. Grades 1-5 will 

come to the gym at selected times to visit tables where parents will be set up to share about their careers. We 

are looking for parents who can bring exciting artifacts and items to help bring their career to life for our 

students when they visit your table! See the attached flyer for more information and feel free to share with 

grandparents too! Email me at clepley@bcps.org to volunteer! 

Kate Lepley             

CLepley@bcps.org     

  

FROM THE FORT GARRISON PTA  

We are getting so excited for our famous Trunk or Treat Monster Bash!!  We still need a lot more nut free candy 

for the event. Please send it to school with your child if you are able. This year we will be having our first ever 

pumpkin carving contest! Carve your pumpkin at home and bring it to the Monster Bash and place it in our 

"spooky graveyard pumpkin patch!”  Four lucky winners will win a $25 Barnes & Noble gift card.  The more that 

participate, the spookier it will be! 

 

Hopefully by now you have accessed our online directory.  If not be sure to check out 

www.myschoolanywhere.com or download the app.   

 

We are announcing a new spirit day for Fort Garrison!  Students are encouraged to wear spirit wear or our 

school colors on Monday to start the week off!  We will still end the week with our purple Fridays for the 

Ravens.  This will start on November 6th! 

 

See you at the Fort! 

Amanda Shapiro and Ashley Smith fortgarrisonpta@gmail.com  

mailto:clepley@bcps.org
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://www.myschoolanywhere.com/&c=E,1,n-PCGWcrAIodOXQGoApGi9R5Mta7sNfMA0i86Csc0Pol1C8r6TVVsKar2IqMxlzn0cnPXbq1Qt8KuEb-kuv7KiNekfTxAa-cORhp-LDapFXwj8Q,&typo=1
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CAREER DAY 
VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 
 

------- PARENT SPEAKERS ------ 

WHEN 

December 5th 
9:30am – 12:30pm 
Hour time slots or all morning if desired! 

WHERE 

Fort Garrison Elementary 
School 
Classrooms/Gymnasium  

Please email if interested: 

clepley@bcps.org 

K-5TH 
GRADE 
 

 

Kindergarten 

parents will be 

set up in the 

classroom 

setting 

 

1st through 5th 

grade parents 

will be set up in 

the gym  

 

PLEASE 

BRING A 

FEW 

ARTIFACTS 

APPLICABLE 

TO YOUR 

JOB! 
 

BENEFITING 
The future 

careers of our 

FGES students  
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